
One of the earliest known fragments of the 
Gospel of Mark from around 200 A.D. It is 
known as P137. It was discovered in 1903 
when archaeologists excavated an ancient 

Egyptian rubbish dump containing thousands of 
papyrus fragments. It was only recently 

identified and published.
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We hear from one of the four Gospels at every Mass. 
For the Sunday readings, the Church has a three-year 
cycle. We are currently in year B and hear mostly 
from the Gospel of Mark.
   Last month at Pint with a Priest we talked about 
Mark’s Gospel, what we know of the author, the 
historical events that may have influenced what he 
included, and who he was writing to. Here are a few 
points…
   Scholars tells us that The Gospel of Mark was 
written in Greek around the late 60s A.D., for a 
gentile audience, and probably in the city of Rome. 
Rome was not an easy place to be a Christian, 
especially during Emperor Nero's persecutions from 
54 until 68 A.D. 
   The earliest traditions tells us that Mark was a 
disciple of St. Peter and wrote down Peter’s 
recollections of Jesus. Mark is much harder on

Peter than the others. It seems Peter wanted to 
share his weakness and glorify Jesus. 
   Mark is the shortest and most action-packed 
gospel. The story starts quickly as John the Baptist 
preaches in the wilderness. Jesus comes to be 
baptized and the heavens are ripped open at the 
sound of the Father's voice. Mark takes us from scene 
to scene rapidly (he uses the word “immediately” 35 
times). 
   The story line of Mark begins on the banks of the 
River Jordan in the wilderness, moves into Galilee 
then across the Jordan to Jericho and then up to 
Jerusalem, where Jesus' identity is fully revealed as 
Messiah, Suffering Servant and Eucharistic Lord.
   Mark emphasizes discipleship, and seems to end 
his Gospel with the empty tomb, leaving it to his 
readers to decide how they will respond.


	Page 1

